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Kyoto City University of Arts Graduate School of Music 

Application Guidelines for International Research Students (non-degree program) 
 

An international research student (Kenkyu Ryugakusei) is a foreign student who wishes to study a 

specific subject under the supervision of a professor of the Graduate School of Music. Since this is 

a non-degree program, a research student is not eligible for seeking a degree upon completion. 

 

Ⅰ. Required qualifications  

 

(1) The nationality of the applicant is of a country other than Japan. The native language of the  

applicant is not Japanese and the applicant is not a permanent resident of Japan.  

 

(2) Applicants must meet at least one of the following qualifications: 

a. Completed a four-year undergraduate program 

b. Completed a 16-year formal education in a country other than Japan. 

c. Be designated by the Ministry of Education, Culture, Sports, Science and Technology. 

d. Be recognized by the Graduate School of Music, Kyoto City University of Music to have an academic 

ability equivalent or superior to those of who have graduated from undergraduate program. 

 

(3) Have sufficient Japanese language skills to be able to participate in the research program. 

 

Ⅱ. Preliminary review: 

 

(1) Submission for preliminary review 

Before submitting an application for international research student, an applicant must submit the 

following materials for a preliminary review. 

 

Department / Major materials 

all CV / Resume (E-mail address) 

 

Composition 

A recording CD of your composition works 

(3 works, each 5-10 minutes long) 

3 composition scores 

Conducting A recording DVD of your performance (2 works) 

Instruments:  

Piano, Strings, Brass,  

Woodwinds and Percussion 

A recording CD of your performance 

(3 works, each 5-10 minutes long) 

Vocal 
A recording CD of your performance 

(3 works, each 5-10 minutes long) 

Musicology 

Abstract of graduation thesis (Japanese or English) 

Research Proposal *refer to the No.Ⅲ  Application 

documents-(3) 

Japanese Music Research  

Abstract of graduation thesis (Japanese or English) 

Research Proposal *refer to the No.Ⅲ  Application 

documents-(3) 

 

Please send these materials to: 

Academic & Student Support Office, The Graduate School of Music, Kyoto University of Arts  

13-6 Kutsukake-cho, Oe, Nishikyo-ku, Kyoto 610-1197 Japan 

* Please note “Submission for Preliminary Review” on the front of envelope. 

 

 (2) Deadlines for submitting a CV and CD for the preliminary review 

 

Enrollment Deadline 

Semester Ⅰ(start in April) Sep 30th (the previous year of the enrollment month) 

Semester Ⅱ(start in October） March 31st (the same year of the enrollment month) 



(3) Result of preliminary review:  

The results of preliminary review will be informed to the applicant. If you are notified as being  

eligible, please prepare all the application documents which listed in section Ⅲ. In the case that  

you are notified as not being eligible, you cannot apply for this program. 

 

Ⅲ. Application documents 

＊All the documents must be written in Japanese or English. Other languages will not be accepted. 

 

(1) International Research Student Application Form 

*Download from (http://www.kcua.ac.jp/en/admission_en/) 

 

(2) Certificate of graduation and official transcript of previous higher education. 

（These certificates must be issued by an authorized entity. Photocopies of certificates or  

original diplomas will not be accepted.） 

 

(3) Research proposal  

Write about both your previous study and your research plan, in as concrete and detailed  

Terms as possible. 

 

(4) Certificate of Japanese language skill (Evidence of Japanese proficiency) 

Issued by a public organization or a language school you have attended. The length of study,  

and reading/writing/speaking ability must be mentioned. Photocopies will not be accepted.  

 

(5) A letter of recommendation 

*After the preliminary review, a letter of recommendation will be provided by the Graduate  

School of Music. 

 

(6) Medical Examination Report 

Must be issued within 3 months before the submission. Photocopies will not be accepted. 

 

(7) A Letter of guarantee: (use “letter of guarantee” format on the application form) 

By a guarantor residing in Japan, who has a regular employment. 

 

(8) ID photo: length 4cm × width 3cm size photo of your face. Submit 2 pictures. 

 

(9) Proof of identity and citizenship/residency  

(a copy of your passport or other official ID documents.) 

Note: The submitted application materials will not be returned.  

 

Ⅳ. Application Procedure 

 

(1) Prepare all the materials listed in section Ⅲ and submit to the university office in person or by

 mail during the period mentioned in sectionⅤ. 

 

(2) For those who are submitting in person, the office is open from 9am to 4pm, Monday to Friday,

 closed on Saturdays, Sundays and public holidays.  

 

(3) In case either 10/31 or 4/30 is a Saturday, Sunday or public holiday, the day before becomes  

The deadline. Applications by mail have to arrive during the period mentioned above. Any applicati

on arriving before or after the specific dates will not be accepted.  

 

(4) Applications should be submitted or sent to: 

Academic & Student Support Office, The Graduate School of Music, Kyoto University of Arts  

13-6 Kutsukake-cho, Oe, Nishikyo-ku, Kyoto 610-1197 Japan 

* Please note “Application for International Research Student” on the front of the envelope. 

* E-mail/fax submissions are not accepted. 



V. Application Deadlines and Time Frames 

 

Enrollment Accepting Application Screening and Sending Notice of Results 

Semester Ⅰ 

(start in April) 

10/1 – 10/31 

*the year before the enrollment 
In late November 

Semester Ⅱ 

(start in October) 
4/1 – 4/30 In late May 

 

* The deadlines for preliminary review are earlier than the application deadlines below, please  

refer to the section Ⅱ (Page.1). 

 

Ⅵ. Screening and the notice of results 

 

The applications will be examined comprehensively, and results will be sent by mail to the address

of the applicant. The university will not respond by phone or email regarding the results. 

 

Ⅶ. Outline of the International Research Student Program: 

 

(1) Departments 

- Composition and Conducting 

- Instruments: Piano, Strings, Brass, Woodwinds and Percussion 

- Voice 

- Musicology 

- Japanese Music Research 

 

(2) Length of Study 

The length of study for research students is one year, however, by consulting with their tutor the  

Length may be extended another year. 

 

(3) Academic Calendar  

Semester Ⅰ (Zenki): 4/1 – 9/30 

Semester Ⅱ (Koki): 10/1 – 3/31 (the following year) 

 

(4) Fees (as of April, 2018) 

・Tuition: ¥535,800 per year (¥267,900 per semester)  

・Admission Fee: ¥84,600 

*Additional costs may occur for instruments, music scores and other materials.  

 

Ⅷ. Other Information 

 

(1) Student Funding: There is no university scholarship for this program. 

 

(2) Housing: KCUA does not have a dormitory or housing for students. Prospective students will  

need to find accommodations by themselves. 

 

Ⅸ. Admissions to the Master Programs 

Research students who wish to continue their study at graduate level may apply to the Graduate School 

entrance examination after a six-month enrolment period as a research student. Kyoto City University of 

Arts Graduate School of Music  
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